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ASB | SBS | SOC | POS 339: GRASSROOTS SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 
Spring 2016; T-TH: 12:00-1:15pm; West – CLCC 146 

 
Jennifer Keahey 
Email: jennifer.keahey@asu.edu 

Office: FAB S173 
Office Hours: T-TH 1:30-3:00pm; by appt.

 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s 

the only thing that ever has.” –Margaret Mead 
 

“There are no heroes; we are all heroes on the street.” –Egyptian Protestor in Tahrir Square 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course is designed to familiarize students with the study of social movements. Recognizing the 
influence of globalization on collective action, our framework is both grassroots and global. We will 
draw from case studies of social movements in various world regions to address questions regarding 
movement emergence, organization, longevity, and impact. The course is divided into three sections. 
First, we will examine the fundamentals of grassroots organization via an in-depth study of the 18th 
century anti-slavery campaign—arguably the world’s first global justice movement. Second, we will 
engage key theories and concepts to analyze trends in contemporary social movements, during which 
time student teams will begin researching a campaign of interest. Third, we will cover global justice 
and direct democracy movements, studying how networked activists are working to reform political 
systems around the world. The class will conclude with a multi-day “Social Movements Conference” 
where student teams will present research findings to their peers and preside over panel discussions. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

Sociological concerns are complex and all perspectives offer insights; particularly when students have 
the opportunity to engage in critical thought and reflective dialogue. The classroom is a place where 
ideas should be exchanged without fear of persecution; but civility helps to protect this space. While I 
ask students to play devil’s advocate whenever there is too much agreement on a topic, I call upon 
each of you to ensure civil and informed discourse. By the end of the course you will be able to: 
 

1. Intelligently discuss the social issues and debates surrounding a range of social movements. 
2. Identify the major challenges and opportunities of social movements in a global era. 
3. Apply the principles of collective organization, with an awareness of managerial roles and 

responsibilities.  
 

   REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS 
 
Hochschild, Adam. 2005. Bury the Chains: Prophets and Rebels in the Fight to Free an Empire’s Slaves. 
Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company. 

 
Staggenborg, Suzanne. 2016. Social Movements, 2nd Edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press 
 
Castells, Manuel. 2015. Networks of Outrage and Hope: Social Movements in the Internet Age, 2nd 
Edition. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

 
*Additional required readings and handouts will be available via BlackBoard (B). Check your 
BlackBoard account regularly for course announcements and support materials. 
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COURSE RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
This course combines lectures, discussions, media, and self-guided work. My role is to introduce topics, 
provide information, facilitate discussion, and assess performance. Your role is to attend class, learn 
the material, turn in assignments on time, and explore interesting concepts. Our mutual role is to 
stimulate a positive, co-learning process where each of us has something to teach and to learn. 
 
Media: I actively encourage the use of technology in my classes. If you have a laptop, smartphone, or 
other form of portable device, bring it. I may ask students to locate definitions and share these with 
the class. We may investigate answers to hard questions or use the Internet for group research. You 
also may look up lecture information as a learning strategy or to contribute to discussions. Phones and 
computers must be silenced, and you may only engage in activity related to the discussion. Should you 
access inappropriate websites or otherwise disrupt the class, you will forfeit your right to this privilege.  
 
Written and Verbal Communication: The twenty-first-century job market is competitive and 
globalized. Successful professionals possess strong written and verbal skills, including a demonstrated 
ability to work in multicultural environments. This course prioritizes written and verbal communication, 
and you will have the opportunity to engage multiple perspectives. Put this opportunity to good use. 
 
Academic Integrity: Discussion is framed by open-mindedness, civility, self-reflection, and informed 
opinion. If any questions arise, please email me or come talk to me in person. Official university policy 
forbids academic dishonesty, encompassing cheating and all forms of plagiarism, including copying 
other peoples’ electronic or written work. Do your own work, and cite all information sources properly.  
 
Accountability: You are fully responsible for whatever goes on in class, even if you are absent. This 
includes knowing the material and reading unexpected Blackboard announcements. I only give 
incomplete grades in situations when your grade is passing, but there is a small amount of the work 
you have not been able to complete for reasons beyond your control. 
 
Support Mechanisms: I am here to support you, and enjoy having discussions with students in my 
office as this helps me to get to know you and better meet your needs and interests. ASU’s wonderful 
writing centers provide in-person assistance on all campuses as well as online support.  
 
ASU Writing Center Information: Getting feedback: It’s what writers do.  ASU Writing Centers offer in-person and online feedback at any 
stage of the writing process.  Trained tutors can help writers (1) brainstorm, (2) plan papers, (3) organize content, (4) use and document 
sources, and (5) revise for clarity, correctness, and flow.  While tutors won’t do your writing for you, they will work with you to improve your 
skills.  Be sure to bring assignment instructions, source materials, and printed drafts to your appointment to get the most out of your 
experience.  Take advantage of this free service, use it frequently, and schedule your appointments early.  To book an appointment, contact 
ASU West at Fletcher Library LL2 (602) 543-6169, or the Online Center at (480) 965-9072. 

    
Special Situations: If you have any kind of learning challenge or difficulty, tell me so we can make 
the appropriate arrangements to ensure your success in this class.  
 
Title IX is a federal law that provides that no person be excluded on the basis of sex from participation in, be denied benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity. Both Title IX and university policy make clear that sexual violence and 
harassment based on sex is prohibited. An individual who believes they have been subjected to sexual violence or harassed on the basis of 
sex can seek support, including counseling and academic support, from the university. If you or someone you know has been harassed on the 
basis of sex or sexually assaulted, you can find information and resources at https://sexualviolenceprevention.asu.edu/faqs.   
  
As a mandated reporter, I am obligated to report any information I become aware of regarding alleged acts of sexual discrimination, including 
sexual violence and dating violence. ASU Counseling Services, https://eoss.asu.edu/counseling is available if you wish discuss any concerns 

confidentially and privately. 

 
 

https://sexualviolenceprevention.asu.edu/faqs
https://eoss.asu.edu/counseling
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COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
I employ active and socially engaged learning strategies, encouraging students to view theories and 
methods as tools that they may employ to better understand and solve identified social issues. 
Pedagogy emphasizes the importance of bringing multiple activities into the learning cycle, including 
reading, writing, problem-solving, and active experimentation. I have designed this class to be 
engaging in a variety of ways in order to provide you with a strong foundation in scholarly knowledge, 
while also enabling you to examine the topic in a way that best suits your specific goals. 
 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Collective Action Teams (CATs): On 1/21, I will assign students into CATs. Your assigned CAT will 
collaborate on a research project over the course of the semester, and you will be encouraged to rely 
upon one another during exams. See below for further details. 
 
Course Participation (18%): Preparing for class, attending class, and participating will help you 
with your assignments and contribute to the development of a strong understanding of the issues. For 
this reason, I only excuse absences in cases of documented illness, family emergency, or another valid 
reason that I have approved in advance. If you need to miss a class, please arrange to get notes and 
announcements from classmates. 
 
I record attendance by posing a “Question of the Day” during each session. To receive credit, you must 
write and submit a paragraph response. Come to class on time and attend the entire session as I may 
ask the daily question at any time. If you are late to class, you may submit your name in lieu of a 
Question-of-the-Day for partial credit. If you engage in disruptive behavior during class, I will ask you 
to leave and you will forfeit your credit for the day.  
 
At times, I may share a slide of anonymous quotes that I have compiled from previous Question-of-
the-Day responses in order to stimulate deeper discussion on a particular topic. If you do not want me 
to quote your work on any given day, please state this in your response. 
 
Study Tip: Complete assigned readings prior to class. You will get more out of the lecture and be 
prepared to participate in classroom discussion. As attendance comprises a significant portion of your 
final grade, talk to me if you have any problems or questions regarding this assignment. 
 
Exams (60%): You will complete three in-class exams of which each is worth 20 percent of your final 
grade. Held at the end of each course section, the exams will comprise two essay questions deriving 
from the material taught in that section. While the exams are closed book, they are (relatively) open 
communication. You will have the opportunity to communicate with the other members of your CAT 
during exams, when you may sit together and quietly ask one another for assistance. However, you 
must produce your own work and you will be graded as individuals. Make-up exams will only be 
scheduled with students who provide official documentation of a serious event outside of his or her 
control. 
 
Study Tip: In addition to taking notes during class, I recommend that you type brief summaries for 
every course reading. A summary typically includes the bibliographic citation and a one-paragraph 
summary of the main argument, concepts, and/or points raised in the daily reading. Course notes and 
summaries are excellent resources when preparing for exams; and if other members of your CAT 
commit to developing these resources as well, you may share them with one another.
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CAT Research and Presentations (22%): Your CAT will collaborate on a research project 
regarding a specific social movement campaign. This research will culminate in professional 
presentations at the end of the semester, reflecting your ability to work as a member of a team. You 
will work with your CAT to: (1) determine a campaign; (2) develop a division of labor; (3) conduct 
intensive research on your topic; and (4) prepare and present your findings to the class. 
 
On 2/23, your CAT will conduct a classroom exercise to identify a social movement theme of interest 
and begin investigating specific campaigns. On 3/3, your CAT will hand in a typed abstract (200 
words/worth 2 points) summarizing your identified campaign and research questions. I will use these 
abstracts to organize a multi-day Social Movement Conference that will be held in our classroom on 
4/19, 4/21, and 4/26. Each conference day will consist of a panel of four presentations organized 
around a particular theme. We will culminate the presentations with a panel discussion whereby 
presenters will field questions about their research from members of the audience.  
 
While you will be graded as a group for this assignment, every CAT member must be present and 
actively involved in the presentation in order to receive credit, no exceptions. The presentations should 
cover the emergence, organization, mobilization, and impact of your chosen campaign. On 3/15, the 
class will work together to determine a specific grading rubric for this assignment, and I subsequently 
will distribute detailed guidelines and grading criteria. 
 
Study Tip: While the following list of social movement themes is by no means complete, you may 
draw from it when discussing potential research topics with your CAT. 

 
Animal Rights 
Anti-Racism 
Buy Local 
Civil Rights 
Criminal Justice 
Direct Democracy 
Disability Rights 
Drug Legalization 
Drunk Driving 
Environmental Movements 
Fair Trade 
Food Movements  

Free Trade 
Free Range Parenting 
Freedom of Speech 
Fundamentalist Movements 
Global Social Justice 
Gun Control 
Gun Rights 
Homeless Rights 
Human Rights 
Indigenous Rights 
Labor Rights 
LGBTQ Movements 

Men’s Movements 
Militia Movements 
Neo-Nazis 
Occupy Wall Street 
Organic Farming 
Pro-Choice 
Pro-Life 
Right-to-Die 
Straight Edge 
Sustainability 
Urban Agriculture 
Women’s Movements

COURSE ASSESSMENT 
 
Student Assessment    Percentage  Points Possible 
Course Participation     18%   18.0 
Exams (3 @ 20%)     60%    60.0  
CAT Abstract      02%   02.0 

CAT Research & Presentations   20%   20.0 

Total        100%   100 
 
Course Grading Scale: I give +/- grades to encourage and reward hard work. 
 
A+ = 99.0+  B+ = 89.9-87.0 C+ = 79.9-76.0 D = 69.9-60.0  
A   = 98.0-94.0 B   = 86.9-83.0 C   = 75.9-70.0 F = 59.9-Below  
A-  = 93.9-90.0 B-  = 82.9-80.0 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

Introduction 

 
1/12: Course Introduction 
-- (B) Syllabus 
*Purchase books, review BlackBoard Account, and Print Course Readings* 
 
1/14: Introduction to the Discipline 
-- Staggenborg. Ch. 1: “Introduction.” (pp. 4-13) 
-- Hochschild.  Introduction: “Twelve Men in a Printing Shop.” (Pp. 1-8) 
 

The Fundamentals of Grassroots Organization 

 
1/19: Movement Emergence 
-- Hochschild. Part One: “World of Bondage.” (Pp. 11-82) 

 
1/21: Movement Mobilization 
-- Hochschild. Part Two: “From Tinder to Flame.” (Pp. 85-164) 
*CAT Formation: Mandatory Attendance* 
 
1/26: Movement Organization 
-- Hochschild. Part Three: “A Whole Nation Crying with One Voice.” (Pp. 167-238) 
 
1/28: Movement Organization 
-- Hochschild. Part Four: “War and Revolution.” (Ch. 17: 241-255) 
 
2/2: Movement Influences 
-- Hochschild. Part Four: “War and Revolution.” (Ch. 18/19/20: 256-296) 
 
2/4: Movement Outcomes 
-- Hochschild. Part Five: “Bury the Chains.” (Pp. 299-354) 
 
2/9: Exam Review 
-- Hochschild. Epilogue: “To Feel a Just Indignation.” (Pp. 357-366) 
 
2/11: Exam 1 
*Mandatory Attendance* 
 

Social Movement Trends and Themes 

 
2/16: Civil Rights 
-- Staggenborg. Ch. 4: “The Protest Cycle of the 1960s.” (Pp. 58-70) 
 
2/18: Armed Struggle 
-- (B) Seidman, Gay. 2009.”Armed Struggle in the South African Anti-Apartheid Movement.” Pp. 279-
294 in The Social Movements Reader, edited by Jeff Goodwin and James M. Jasper. Malden, MA: Wiley 
Blackwell. 
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2/23: Reproductive Rights 
-- Staggenborg Ch. 5: “The Women’s Movement.” (Pp. 71—92) 
*CATs Determine Research Theme: Mandatory Attendance* 
 
2/25: Pro-Life Activism 
-- (B) King, Leslie and Ginna Husting. 2003. ―Anti-Abortion Activism in the U.S. and France: 
Comparing Opportunity Environments of Rescue Tactics. Mobilization 8(3): 297-312. 
 
3/1: The LGBTQIA Movement 
-- Staggenborg. Ch. 6: “The LGBT Movement.” (Pp. 93-110) 
 
3/3: Marriage Equality 
-- (B) Dorf, Michael C. and Sidney Tarrow. 2014. Strange Bedfellows: How an Anticipatory 
Countermovement Brought Same-Sex Marriage into the Public Arena.” Law & Social Inquiry 39(2): 449-
473. 
*CAT Research Abstracts Due* 

 
3/8-3/10: Spring Break 
*No Class* 
 
3/15: Environmental Activism  
-- Staggenborg. Ch. 7: “The Environmental Movement.” (Pp. 111-136) 
*Determine Research and Presentation Grading Rubric* 
 
3/17 Food Sovereignty 
-- (B) Claeys, Priscilla. 2015. “Food Sovereignty and the Recognition of New Rights for Peasants at the 
UN: A Critical Overview of La Via Campesina’s Rights Claims over the Last 20 Years.” Globalizations 
12(4): 452-465.   
 
3/22: The New American Right 
-- Staggenborg. Ch. 8: “American Right-Wing Movements.” (Pp. 137-166)  
*Social Movement Conference Schedule Announced* 
 
3/24: Right-Wing Populism 
-- (B) Hogan, Jackie and Kristin Haltinner. 2015. “Floods, Invaders, and Parasites: Immigration Threat 
Narratives and Right-Wing Populism in the USA, UK, and Australia.” Journal of Intercultural Studies 
36(5): 520-543. 
*Exam Review* 
 
3/29: Exam 2 
*Mandatory Attendance* 
 

Networked Social Movements 

 
3/31: The Global Justice Movement 
-- Staggenborg. Ch. 9: “Global Movements for Social Justice.” (Pp. 167-187) 
 
4/5: Transnational Networking 
-- Castells. “Opening: Networking Minds, Creating Meaning, Contesting Power.” (Pp. 1-19) 
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4/7: Arab Spring 
-- Castells. “The Egyptian Revolution.” (Pp. 54-94) 
 
4/12: Occupy Wall Street 
-- Castells. “Occupy Wall Street: Harvesting the Salt of the Earth.” (Pp. 159-219) 
 
4/14: The Promise and Perils of Political Change 
-- Castells “Networked Social Movements and Political Change.” (Pp. 272-313) 
 
4/19: Social Movement Conference 
*CAT Panel Presentations and Peer Review: Mandatory Attendance* 
 
4/21: Social Movement Conference 
*CAT Panel Presentations and Peer Review: Mandatory Attendance* 
 
4/26: Social Movement Conference 
*CAT Panel Presentations and Peer Review: Mandatory Attendance* 
 
4/28: Exam Review 
-- Staggenborg. Ch. 10: “Conclusion: Social Movements and Social Change.” (Pp. 188-193)  
*Course Evaluations* 
 
5/3: Finals Week: Exam 3 
*Tuesday, 5/3 from 12:10-2:00pm in our regular classroom: Mandatory Attendance* 
 
 
 


